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On our Diaprepes tours across the county, we have not seen any bougainvillea, no matter the color, that has not been chewed heavily by a new invasive pest, the bougainvillea looper, Disclisioprocta stellata (Guenee).  A looper is a caterpillar that turns into a moth commonly called a geometrid (Geometridae: Lepidoptera).  The caterpillar is commonly called an inchworm or measuring worm.  They are common in the tropics and made their way to Hawaii in 1993.  Now it’s in San Diego County and widespread. The caterpillar is cryptic and feed at night leaving severely scalloped foliage.  Heavily infested foliage can be largely defoliated.


I am not sure yet how much of a pest it is in the nursery industry, but we will see.  Since pesticides are used in the industry regularly, this pest may not have much of an impact; however, it is Q rated by the CDFA which means that the CDFA could 
































Two advisors in our office deal with weeds, Carl Bell who deals mainly with invasive weeds and Cheryl Wilen who is the statewide IPM advisor.  Cheryl, however, has been working closely with nurseries in an effort to develop IPM methods  and practices that can be used by the industry.  her expertise is in weeds, but she recently came back from a sabbatical in Hawaii, and is now an expert on snails and slugs (for snail and slug info, see the following web site: � HYPERLINK "http://ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7427.html" ��http://ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7427.html� ).  Hawaii!?  I know there was a reason I thought this job might be worthwhile (add smiley face here).  She is an excellent resource for information and study of weed, snail, and slug problems, so feel free to call her at 858-694-2846.  


The web is also a good source of information on weeds, and you will find some notable ones below.


UC Pest Management of Weeds.  


The following web site is extensive with respect to weed control in the diversity of ornamentals


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/r280701111.html" ��http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/r280701111.html�





Uc pest management: weed photos


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/weeds_common.html" ��http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/weeds_common.html�


Another web site that is very good for weed management 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ppws.vt.edu/ipm/weeds_container_nurseries.html" ��http://www.ppws.vt.edu/ipm/weeds_container_nurseries.html�
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We’re on the Web! 


See us at:


www.cesandiego.ucdavis.edu/
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Recently Published by ANR 








Bougainvillea Looper Cont.





More programs to attend





ASCFG National Conference and trade show


October 26-29, 2006 in San jose, CA.  For more information see the following web site: www.ascfg.org





take action.  There are so many other Q and A rated pests that need greater attention such as Diaprepes that I don’t think this looper will get much attention.  I believe it can be controlled easily, and there are a number of pesticides that are recommended already.


BT (Dipel), Bacillus thuringeiensis) might be your first choice because they won’t harm parasites and predators.  Most anything with labels permitting use against caterpillars on your site, such as Sevin SL (carbaryl) or the pyrethroids, will likely kill the bougainvillea looper, but will be damaging to the beneficials as well. 


It is recommended that you apply insecticides in the evening because this is when the caterpillars and adult moths are active, and also when the beneficial insects are not likely to be active.





For more information, see the following web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/oc/freepubs/pdf/IP-2.pdf" ��http://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/oc/freepubs/pdf/IP-2.pdf�














The following new ANR publication is now


Available from Communication Services:





Principles of Weed Control, 3rd Edition


This essential text from the California Weed Science Society is the suggested study guide for the California DPR Pest Control Adviser license in the weed area. It is also supplemental reading material for applicator licensees. The book provides a comprehensive guide to all areas of weed management including nonchemical and chemical control methods and specific integrated weed management programs for various crops. Hardcover. 2002. 630 pp.


3504 $85.00


http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/ItemDetails.asp?ItemNo=3504





New Free Publications Recently


Posted to the Online Catalog


7249	Soil Fertility Management for Organic Crops


http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/ItemDetails.asp?ItemNo=7249





8196	Understanding Soil Erosion in Irrigated Agriculture


http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/ItemDetails.asp?ItemNo=8196








Recently Updated Pest Notes





7469	Dandelions


http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/ItemDetails.asp?ItemNo=7469





7488	Hobo Spider


http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/ItemDetails.asp?ItemNo=7488




















Horticulture Research & Education Conference 2006 





When: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18


Where: PALA CASINO SPA RESORT, 11154 Highway 76, Pala


More info: Go to http://ceorange.ucdavis.edu/hrecs/
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Don’t miss the 





Entomology Conference  2006: 





When: Thursday, August 31





Where: PALA CASINO SPA RESORT, 11154 Highway 76, Pala





More info: Contact San Diego CAPCA 760-522-8349, fax 760-751-4260, 











