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Soil borne pathogens are plaguing the Australian cut crops in northern San Diego County.  Several researchers and growers met and toured some of the affected area last August.  A meeting to discuss findings by Dr. Ann Chase of Chase Research Gardens followed the tour.


As a result of this meeting, we formed the Australian Cut Crops Task Force and are preparing another meeting to outline a research plan.  Initially, we intend to confirm the cause and source of the losses, study tolerant and susceptible rootstocks or cultivars of the Australian perennials, and of course take a look at the common pesticides and application methods in field trials.  Another area of study will include the potential for interaction with nutrients and salinity.  In the mean time, Dr. Stanghellini of UC Riverside will try to speciate the Phytophthora and Pythium isolates, and Dr. Chase will try to do the same for the Cylindrocladium and Fusarium isolates.


Future meetings are planned, one in late March that will involve the Task Force, and one in late April to bring together the Task Force and the local wax flower growers.  One of these trips will include another tour of affected growers.  Watch for notices of these meetings in future newsletters.














AS I mentioned in the January Newsletter, there are a number of new pests and diseases threatening San Diego County Ornamentals, and it will take a while to cover them all in this and future newsletters.  In this newsletter I will cover the Q biotype of the sweetpotato whitefly. In the next issue I will cover the Citrus Weevil.  In the March issue I will cover the Eucalyptus leaf beetle that is plaguing growers of baby blue eucalyptus.


It is very important to make note of any pests that are not acting as you would expect them to.  The causes may be many; insecticide resistance for instance, but in some cases it may be a new introduction.  It would behoove the industry if these new finds were caught right away rather than after they have established.  If they establish, they may end up plaguing the rest of the ornamental industry.
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	On February 16-18 the Society of American Florists had their annual Conference on Pests and Diseases of Ornamentals at the Norwalk Marriott in Norwalk, CA.  It was one of the best group of speakers I’ve seen on one program in a long time.  There were no head-bobbers during this meeting!  Drs. Ann Chase, Margery Daughtery, and Mary Housebeck educated us on new and old diseases and control efforts against them.  Dr. Husein Ajwa talked about life after methyl bromide and showed us evidence of effective alternatives, and Steve Tjosvold did a great job educating us about SOD, Sudden oak death.  Drs, John Kabashima, Ron Oetting, Diane Ullman, and Michael Parrella educated us about Fire ants, fungus gnats, Mealybugs, Thrips, and leafminers, and control efforts against those insect pests.  Julie Newman summarized the impacts of IPM choices on water quality and regulatory issues.  I had the privilege of updating everyone on the war against the Q biotype.  I was able to show instead of tell the audience what products are efficacious against Q.  All in all, the meeting was a great place to learn and a great place to network.  Don’t miss the next SAF Annual conference.





SAF Annual Conference on Pests and Diseases





Q-Biotype Whitefly











The Q-biotype is originally from Spain, but it has spread throughout the Mediterranean region and now into other countries around the world including the US.  The acquisition of evidence is not complete, but we have ascertained that when Q invaded the US, it entered on at least three different ornamental stock plants from several different countries into at least two different states.  Upon its detection, quarantines were imposed on several greenhouse and nursery producers in San Diego, Riverside, and San Luis Obispo counties. 


What makes Q so significant is that it poses a greater threat than the B-biotype, known in the ornamental industry as the silverleaf whitefly, Bemisia argentifolii Bellows and Perring.  Q has the ability to rapidly develop resistance to the neonicotinoids, the insect growth regulators, and the synergized pyrethroids including pyrethroid/organophosphate combinations.  In an effort to make information available in the most expedient way, the Bemisia website was developed, and as the latest information becomes available, it is posted.  This website has numerous documents developed by the Q biotype Technical Advisory Committee (QTAC) including a summary of Q finds throughout the country.  It also presents, in greater detail, the short and long range goals for the four QTAC sub-groups, the reports from each of the QTAC meetings, and a link to an excellent reference list on the Q-biotype.  If you have questions or concerns or you would like to know where to send samples, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.mrec.ifas.ufl.edu/LSO/bemisia/bemisia.htm" ��http://www.mrec.ifas.ufl.edu/LSO/bemisia/bemisia.htm�


Research results from efficacy trials I have been fortunate to complete are also available on the Bemisia web site.  So far, I have found the following compounds effective against Q: Avid, Avid plus Talstar, Flagship, Judo, Safari, Sanmite, and Tristar.  All is not lost, but prudent use of these insecticides will ensure their efficacy for a long time.


























Whitefly immatures on the underside of a poinsettia leaf
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Check out the web site below about bacterial disease of Anthuriums





www.apsnet.org/online/feature/anthurium








Don’t miss the Post-Harvest Seminar by CORF on March 9 at Dos Gringos Floral Group in Vista.  Contact Janice Willis of CORF at � HYPERLINK "mailto:ccfc@xmr3.com" ��ccfc@xmr3.com�


The Cut Flower Commission is waving the late registration fee.








