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Visit the 
UCNFA 
(University 
of California 
Nursery 
floriculture 
Alliance) 
new web site. 
There are a 
lot of 
programs 
available and 
more 
information 
like 
announcemen
ts, alerts 
and 
Newsletters. 
 
http://group
s.ucanr.org/
UCNFA/ 
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ETHYLENE: a Quick Success Story for UCCE 

Bromeliad growers 
have used ethylene to induce 
synchronous flowering for 
many years, and synchronous 
flowering is key to the 
marketing of bromeliads.  
However, the EPA considers 
using the gas in this manner a 
pesticide, and there were no 
registered uses of ethylene 
as a pesticide. Growers were 
somewhat shocked to find 
out that they would have to 
stop using ethylene gas until 
a legal registration was 
produced. This would have 
caused severe economic 
impact on some of the largest 
bromeliad growers in the 
country located locally in 
San Diego County. There are 
synthetic chemicals that are 
registered to induce 
flowering in bromeliads, but 
they are toxic, can cause 
phytotoxicity, and cause 
asynchronous flowering. 
Ethylene is a common gas 
found everywhere in nature, 
is commonly used to ripen 
bananas and other fruit, and 
when used properly can 
uniformly initiate 
synchronous flowering in 
bromeliads.  

Research was 
conducted by Karen Robb and 
Valerie Mellano of UCCE San 
Diego to produce evidence of 
the efficacy of ethylene in 
comparison to the toxic 
chemicals presently 
registered for bromeliad 
flower induction. I  collected 
evidence of the innocuous 
nature of ethylene gas, all 
relevant research, all other 

relevant data and 
information and compiled it 
into a full registration 
packet. In addition, I  
collected data from local 
growers on the best method 
of application of ethylene. I  
used this information to 
write a formal label for 
ethylene use that could be 
included with the tanks of 
ethylene-compressed gas. All 
of this information was given 
to Airgas who cooperated 
fully and filed the official 
registration request.  

The written label, the 
full packet presented to 
Airgas, and support letters 
quickened the registration 
process. The CA Department 
of Pesticide Regulation 
approved the registration 
and official label, and 
letters signifying the legal 
use of ethylene in bromeliad 
flower induction went to all 
ornamental plant producers 
in San Diego County. By 
interceding, UCCE was 
responsible for little 
economic impact to the 
growers during the 
registration process. 
Ornamental producers 
across the county now have a 
registered label for ethylene 
use to fall back on, 
especially in Florida where 
some large production also 
exists. 
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The Giant palm 
weevil. A 
potential new 
threat to 
palms in the 
landscape and 
in production. 
For more 
information, 
see the 
following web 
site: 
www.redpalmw
eevil.com/ 

I have been asked by some growers to 
help them with biological control. It 
appears it is time to bring a program 
that updates the industry on the 
successes in biological control in 
ornamental plant production. Dr. 
Michael Parrella (UC Davis) and I are 
outlining such a program, and we are 
going to align it with the UCNFA. 
Watch for this program later this 
fall. I will notify you of the exact 
dates etc. when we get a little 
closer. 
 
We are going to bring Ann chase back 
for another “Sit Down With Ann”. This 
program was very popular a couple 
of years ago and we hope to do a very 
similar program with her. It was based 
around new chemical options for 
disease control and around 
diagnosis of biotic and abiotic 
disorders. About 20 growers 
brought samples with problems for 
us to diagnose during that workshop. 
You can look forward to the same. 
 
Another program that you can look 
forward to is the “Entomology for 
Agricultural Workers in Spanish”. 
This is a hands on workshop that 
teaches entomology, pest monitoring 

and damage diagnosis, and it’s all 
done in Spanish. Dr. Lucia 
Villavicencio (Center for Applied 
Horticulture Research) and Irma 
DeBonis (UCCE) will personally train 
workers and I will be there to assist 
with questions. We performed one of 
these trainings as a prototype and it 
was very well received. 
 
Valerie Mellano has been sabbatical 
the last year, but she is returning this 
March and is willing to help educate 
you on the new Water Waiver rules 
and regs and provide Water Waiver 
Credits. The credits are required in 
order for you to be a part of the Ag 
Water Waiver. Watch for the 
announcements. 
 
There will be a Giant Palm Weevil 
meeting for both the landscapers and 
the production industry in the near 
future. I will inform you of the 
meetings by email through the UCCE 
system. 
 
If you are interested in a certain type 
of program or workshop, you can 
contact me and we will see what we 
can come up with. 

ANR Publications 

Upcoming UCNFA programs 2012– Don’t Miss Out 

Scouting and Spray Evaluation 
May 2012, Central Valley 
 
Effective Use of Pesticides in 
Ornamental Plant Production  
(1/2 day English, 1/2 day 
Spanish) 
June 5, 2012 Ventura 
 
Nursery Risk Management 
June 2012, Southern California 
June 26, 2012 Watsonville 
 
ABCs of Horticulture  
July 11 English version, July 12, 
Spanish version, San Marcos 
CfAHR 

Water Alliance Conference 
August 21, 2012 Northern 
California 
 
Erosion and Pesticide Runoff 
Management in Nurseries 
September 2012, Monterey Co. 
 
Disease Management Symposium 
October or November 2012, 
Watsonville 
 
See the UCNFA web site for more 
information and descriptions of 
the programs: 
http://ucanr.org/sites/UCNFA/ 

New Pest Alert: Paracoccus and Pseudococcus 
spp. Mealybugs 
 
 
Two undescribed species of 
mealybugs in the genera 
Paracoccus and Pseudococcus 
(Homoptera: Pseudococcidae) are 
infesting agave in southern 
California. They are currently 
rated “Q” by the California 
Department of Food and 
Agriculture (CDFA) and are 
under taxonomic review by the 
state. They will use the review to 
assess the risk these two species 
pose to agriculture in California 
and elsewhere. Agave appears to 

be their primary host, but the 
complete host range is unknown. 
County inspectors are being 
encouraged to thoroughly inspect 
agave and other succulents for 
these two new mealybugs. 
Numerous infestations have 
already been found, and infested 
plants have been placed on hold. 
Diligence is necessary to control 
mealybugs, and these two pests 
will require consistent control 
measures with effective mealybug 
products. 

 


