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Hello to all readers:


I’m looking forward to meeting and working with the ornamental industry in San Diego County. 


Over the last few weeks I have been busy getting to know the area and visiting growers getting familiar with the different research projects under way and some of the issues the growers are concerned about.


Nursery growers’ meeting:


I attended a nursery growers’ meeting at the Plug Connection and was able to meet many growers and get a tour of the facility.  It was very interesting to see how the large plug production is run, and we also had a chance to see how their reverse osmosis system (RO) is improving the water quality for the facility. 





Cont. on next page

















In recognition of the need for more attention to the problems affecting the ornamental industry in Southern California, we have received a generous gift in support of a staff research associate to assist me in research and extension.  The gift is dedicated to the SRA’s salary and nothing else.  There is no question that with more assistance we will be able to accomplish a great deal more.  


I have hired Alan Schepps as the new SRA. Alan received a bachelor’s in agricultural economics and a master’s in horticulture from the University of Connecticut.  His areas of specialty were vegetable crop production and weed science.  Alan has a broad range of work experience in extension and research and has worked in a variety of plant production environments including temperate, Arid and wet tropical climates. These areas include vegetable, agronomic and ornamental crops conducting research in the field, greenhouse and laboratory. His extension experience includes working with Connecticut vegetable growers, Massachusetts Urban Horticulture and West Indies general agricultural extension.  Areas of research experience include vegetable production and pest control at the University of Connecticut, small grains pathology/physiology and vegetable pathology research at the University of North Carolina and setting up and managing two small experimental/model farms in the West Indies. While at the University of North Carolina, Alan spent part of his time conducting molecular genetics research in the area of plant pathology. 


We hope to use his experience to assist in research that will more accurately characterize and identify pest problems in San Diego County.  You will be seeing a lot of him soon, so Please join me in welcoming him to the challenges set before us.














Notes from the Field-


Day and research Update :  By Alan Schepps
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UCCE San Diego County, Floriculture Farm Advisor





We’re on the Web! 


See us at:


www.cesandiego.ucdavis.edu/





 334 Via Vera Cruz, Suite 152


San Diego, CA.  92078





Phone:	


760-752-4715





E-Mail:	


jabethke@ucdavis.edu




















ANR Publications: Did you know?








Did you know that there are many free Agriculture and Natural Resources publications produced by the university that are free?  One such publication is well worth subscribing to, California Agriculture.   The magazine contains a great deal of information important to everyone in California and it’s a very attractive publication that includes awesome photographs.  One recent issue contains the following:


• Light brown apple moth’s arrival in California worries commodity groups


• Methyl bromide alternatives evaluated for California strawberry nurseries


• Food safety and environmental quality impose conflicting demands on Central Coast growers


• Transition to conservation tillage evaluated in San Joaquin Valley


cotton and tomato rotations.


Subscribe now at the following web site: http://californiaagriculture.ucop.edu/








The system filters out about 99% of the salts and solids. The filtered water is then mixed back 50/50 to their well water adding back critical minerals and establishing an acceptable level of salts and minerals in the water. They have also met the 30% decrease in water use. The equipment and management of this facility were all very impressive. 





I would also like to thank the growers association for the tasty dinner and beautiful bromeliad which is now adding color and very happy on my balcony. �


 


Field Insecticide trial:


One of the research projects I have visited and assisted with the sampling was a pesticide trial against the pepper tree psyllids, Calophya schini Tuthill, at Pardee Tree Nursery. We hope to get some good results to report to you on this study.





Bamboo mealy bugs:


Jim and I also visited a small nursery that he helped completely eradicate a bad infestation of bamboo mealy bugs by cutting out all the infected canes. The canes where then tightly wrapping in black plastic letting the sun and heat do the rest. The procedure was so successful Jim couldn’t even find one bamboo mealy bug to show me. We did however find a few interesting non-pest bugs, the trap door spider and an antlion in its burrow.





Thrip demo: 


At another facility we have set up a small demonstration experiment to see if thrips are causing new shoot bud abortion on Christmas cactus. I will be following up on this and the results will be presented when a final conclusion and control procedure is established.


 


Biocontrol of fungus Gnat by fungus:


A very interesting and promising approach to controlling greenhouse fungus gnats is being tried at Olivehill Greenhouses.  An experiment is running where there is a fungus being grown that infects fungus gnats and shore flies. The fungus (Beauveria bassiana) is being grown on millet seed then spread on bench tops as well as under the benches where the insect pests reside. The flies contact the entomopathogenic fungus and spores, which subsequently kills them. The infected flies then spread the disease in the greenhouse, thus naturally maintaining the presence of the bug killing fungus. 





MORE TO COME

















Ornamental Industry in San Diego County Supports UCCE

















NEW Farm Advisor for ORNAMENTALS





Colleen Warfield joined ANR as Nursery Production & Floriculture Advisor 


for San Mateo, San Francis- 


co, Alameda, Contra Costa, 


and Santa Clara counties, 


effective Dec. 10, 2007. she can be reached at cywarﬁeld@ucdavis.edu 
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International Cut flower Growers 2008 Annual Meeting in San Diego, April 9-12. Mission Valley Resort, 875 Hotel Circle South, San Diego, CA 92108


For more information contact Jay Stawarz


517-655-3726


517-655-3727 - Fax


        ICFG@voyager.net
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