


  
















The Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has surveyed selected counties in California and found that the Ag Commissioners have levied double the fines from $90,000 to $180,000 comparing 2004 to 2005.  "The statistics underscore efforts by DPR and County Agricultural Commissioners to provide uniform statewide enforcement to protect the public," said DPR Director Mary-Ann Warmerdam. "We also want to protect the majority of law-abiding growers from unfair business competition by a relatively few, chronic offenders. Our complementary goals are consistent with the Governor's vision for environmental and economic progress."


It is a trend that is noteworthy and fines will most likely increase in San Diego County as well.  I was warned of some changes in policy at the UC level and that the growers would start noticing it too.   For instance there was a change this year to eyewash availability.  The relevant portion of the California Code of Regulations says the following: Section 6734. Handler Decontamination Facilities.


(a) The employer shall assure that sufficient water, soap and single use towels for routine washing of hands and face and for emergency eye flushing and washing of the entire body are available for employees as specified in this Section.


 (c) One pint of water for emergency eye flushing shall be immediately available (carried by the handler or on the vehicle or aircraft the handler is using) to each employee handling pesticides for the commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity if the pesticide product labeling requires protective eyewear.


(d) The decontamination site for employees handling pesticides for uses other than the commercial or research production of an agricultural plant commodity shall be within 100 feet of the mixing/loading site when they are handling pesticides with the signal word "DANGER" or "WARNING" on the label.

















Hopefully, you received the alert I sent out recently about the two ‘Q’ rated diseases in San Diego County, gladiolus rust and Chrysanthemum white rust.  These two diseases are prevalent in Mexico.  Therefore, caution should be taken when anyone or anything is brought from Mexico to your facility whether it is workers, cut crops or propagated material.  Not everything will be caught at the border, so if you choose to bring something in, please make immediate treatments of effective fungicides before use.


We also face new challenges from new ‘Q’ rated insect pests as well.  There is a new thrips in the state found in both Orange and San Diego Counties on landscape plantings of myoporum.  Diaprepes has now been spotted in two locations in San Diego County.  Diaprepes will change the way you do business if it reaches a site near you.  Be aware of what it looks like and let’s get rid of it before it affects us all.  Two other insect pests are still causing the CDFA fits in the county, the magnolia white scale and several species of ground mealybugs (Rhizoecus spp.).  
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Eucalyptus beetles





ANR Publications











I don’t know how fortunate this is, but the eucalyptus leaf beetle, Chrysoptharta m-fusca, that has been attacking baby blue eucs has been down graded to a ‘B’ rated pest.  We still have to deal with it though, so I have started a few trials against this pest and will detail the results as they become available.


I’m trying to get as much information from this trial as possible.  For instance, the blue gum psyllid is present on the growing tips of the baby blue eucs, but they are heavily parasitized.  I anticipate that some of the pesticides I’m testing will disrupt the level of parasitism.  I’m hoping to collect data on pesticide disruption, if I can find the time.  


Some of the newer insecticides are quite expensive, so I’ve chosen a few older compounds that are not so heavy on the pocket book.  However, you will have to weigh the costs verses the benefits for yourselves.  


Two trials at one facility are in progress.  I took a pre-treatment count of larvae, adults, and damage, and at the time of application, the population was beginning to emerge as next generation adults.  Plenty of larvae of all stages, however, were present as well.


In the first trial we are trying drenches of four active ingredients, clothianidin, dinotefuran, acephate, and imidacloprid.  The advantage of drenches is that it will hopefully allow the beneficials to survive.  In the second trial we are trying five active ingredients as foliar applications, Carbaryl, acephate, cyfluthrin, clothianidin, and imidacloprid.  


It is known that imidacloprid is toxic to beetles, and one observation I made early on is that adult leaf beetles contacted with the product were agitated and began to clean themselves immediately.  They fell to the ground, dead in about 20-30 minutes.  More later.

















The following new ANR publications are now


Available from ANR Communication Services:





Pesticide Safety: A Reference Manual for Private Applicators, 2nd Edition





Patrick O'Connor-Marer, Susan Cohen





This manual covers information essential for anyone using pesticides on California farms, including growers, managers and employees. The book uses a farm profile format to review environmental and human safety topics. Covers pesticide labels, worker safety (handlers and fieldworkers), how to mix and apply pesticides, calibration, the hazards of pesticide use including heat related illness, and pesticide emergencies. Appendix includes sample training forms for pesticide handlers and fieldworkers. Great resource for private applicator certification with review questions in each chapter. In an easy-to-use format, with many illustrations. 


3383


$7.00





http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/ItemDetails.asp?ItemNo=3383





Orders for additional copies can be placed by calling 1-800-994-8849.





New Pest Note





74126	Pesticides: Safe and Effective Use in the Home Landscape





http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/ItemDetails.asp?ItemNo=74126


 














I know it’s nearing time for poinsettias, and I want you to be aware of any web site that I find that may be of help to you.  Visit the following site:





http://www.sgc-ecms.com/ecms/redirect.cfm?LID=101455&SID=382939
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New survey about the Q-biotype whitefly.  This survey is a coordinated effort by SAF, OFA, ANLA, Univ. of Fl., and Valent USA.  Please take the time to fill one out at the following web address: 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.q-biotypewhiteflies.com" ��http://www.q-biotypewhiteflies.com�














